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Theft now of candy bars, suspect in area (CP)
key objectives
· The officer will recognize that this is a social contact.

· The officer will complete a proper investigation.
Scene
The officer is dispatched to a report of a theft at a convenience store.  The R/P reports that a homeless subject left their store failing to pay for 4 candy bars.  The R/P said the suspect was still in the area and will point them out to responding officers.

Director’s Notes
· The R/P will tell the officer that they observed the suspect come into the store and stand over by the candy section.  The R/P will articulate that they did not actually see the suspect take the candy.  The R/P thinks the suspect did because the R/P took stock prior to the suspect coming in to the store and there were 10 candy bars.  Only 6 bars were left after the suspect had gone.  They will tell the officer that the suspect was in the store for over an hour and there were others in the store at the same time.  There is no video surveillance of the store.
· The suspect will be in the area when officer arrives.  When contacted, the suspect will admit to being in the store.  If the officer asks about the missing candy, the suspect will tell them they don’t know anything about missing candy bars.  If the officer asks to frisk the suspect, the suspect will ask them if they have to let them.  If asked for ID, again ask if you have to provide that.  If told no then give the ID.  If the officer insists that the suspect identifies himself get up and attempt to walk off.
· You can use props if you would like.  Maybe throw a candy wrapper on the ground next to the suspect.  If subject provides ID card to officer make sure they write the information down and return the ID immediately so as not to have a defacto arrest.

Actors 

· R/P 
· Suspect
Props
· Identification for the suspect and a candy wrapper
Discussion Questions

· What is probable cause?  If there were no other customers in the store, would probable cause exist to arrest the suspect for theft?  
Laws

RCW 9A.56.050 

Theft in the 3rd degree

RCW 10.31.100

 Arrest without a warrant

Citations
Alternative Scenes
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