It cannot be said as a matter of law that a policeman can never be liable for the actions of a suspect, although cases in which liability is imposed will be relatively rare. An officer might be found liable if a fleeing suspect's conduct is sufficiently predictable and is directly and immediately linked to the officer's conduct and if the officer's decision to pursue or continue to pursue the suspect was unreasonable under the circumstances. 

As examples:

 Schatz, 395 F.Supp. at 274-75 (when person was injured when his car was struck by a suspect being pursued by the police, liability of pursuing officers was a jury question, but court stated that "[w]here there is likelihood of harm from an intentional or reckless act of an outsider, the actor who creates the situation of danger may be held responsible for the act of the immediate wrongdoer.") 

Mason v. Bitton, 85 Wash.2d 321, 534 P.2d 1360, 1363 (1975) (when innocent motorists were killed, police officers pursuing suspect may have violated duty to act with due regard for the safety of others even though the police vehicle itself was not involved in an accident).
