
DV - Behavioral Definition
A pattern of increasingly frequent and 
severe assaultive and abusive behavior 
that is used against intimate partners.  Its 
purpose is to control the victim and other 
members of the household.  The pattern 
includes physical, sexual, and 
psychological attacks as well as economic 
coercion.  The pattern is purposeful 
behavior and includes both criminal and 
non-criminal acts.  The goal is to gain 
power and control. 


