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MOD 05 / SES 09 

Miranda Warnings 
Facilitator Guide 

Session Overview 

Introduction & Learning Objectives   05m 
Discussion – When is the ‘Right’ Time to Advise? 05m 
Lecture – Brief Miranda Story Overview  05m 
Discussion - Custody & Interview/Interrogation 10m 
Discussion - What Triggers Miranda?   10m 
Discussion – Waivers     15m 
Break       10m 
Lecture – Rules for Children and Waivers  10m 
Lecture – Reinitiating Questioning/Conversation 15m 
Investigative Techniques    10m  
Lecture – WA CCR 3.1     10m 
Ethical Considerations    05m 
End of Session / Break    10m 
 
 

 

Total Session Time: 2 hours 

Facilitators Needed:  1(CP) 
 
Location:  Classroom 
 
Materials Needed: 
• PowerPoint – Miranda Warnings 
• FG Supp – ANSWER KEY – 

Miranda Questionnaire from 
Study Session 

 
Students Should Already Have: 
• Miranda Pocket Card 

[THUMB DRIVE] 
• HANDOUT – The Bill of Rights 
• HANDOUT - After Suspect Invokes 

Rights 
• Study Session – Miranda 

Questionnaire 
 

Main Topics of Session: 

• Miranda Case Overview 
• Why are Miranda Warnings 

Needed 
• Miranda Triggers 

o Custody vs. Not 
o Interview vs. Interr. 

• How to Advise the Suspect 
• Waivers Must be Made… 
• Reinitiating Questioning After 

Suspect Invokes Rights 
• WA Criminal Court Rule 3.1 
• Children and Waivers 
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Learning Objectives: 

• Explain which US Constitutional Amendments the Miranda Warnings are derived from. 

• Explain which portion of the Washington State Constitution further solidifies those same 
rights. 

• Recognize which situations trigger the need for Miranda Warnings. 

• Compare and contrast custody from non-custody. 

• Compare and contrast interview/admin questions from interrogation questions. 

• As discussed in class, properly advise a suspect of Miranda Rights. 

• Follow the proper procedures for reinitiating questioning or conversation with a suspect 
who has invoked his/her rights. 

• Give examples of Miranda waivers that would be invalid and explain why. 

• Provide examples of when CCR 3.1 would be sufficient. 

• Summarize the rules for children and Miranda waivers. 
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SAY TO CLASS 

Imagine that you respond to a report of sounds of a male and 
female adult arguing loudly in their apartment.  When you and 
you partner arrive, an adult female answers the door with a 
bloody lip.  You can see an adult male in the living room who 
also has a bloody lip.  What would happen if you immediately 
advised both subjects of their Miranda warnings? 
 
In all likelihood, they would both refuse to answer your 
questions. 
 
So when is the ‘right’ time to advise a person of those Miranda 
warnings? 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

When is the ‘right’ 
time to advise of 

Miranda? 

NOTE TO FACILITATOR 

Ask each student to individually write down on a piece of paper the ‘right’ time to advise 
the subjects in this hypothetical DV scenario of their Miranda rights.  Give them a few 
minutes of silence to think about it and write down their answer.  Have them keep that 
piece of paper for later in the Session. 

 

2 Prongs Must be 
Present: 

• Custody 

• Interrogation 
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IMPORTANT POINT 

Think of Miranda as a line in the sand.  You are here, and it’s 
way over there…  You want to get close to that line without 
going over.  If you throw out the Miranda warnings too early, 
you can hinder your own investigation.  If you cross that line 
and fail to advise the suspect of Miranda, then you also damage 
your investigation and violate the person’s rights. 
 
The goal is to use questioning techniques to work up to that 
line in the sand WITHOUT going over – or if you do need to go 
over, then you need to advise Miranda BEFORE continuing. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Miranda is like a line 
in the sand. 
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IMPORTANT POINT 

Waivers can be either actual or implied. 
 
Waivers must be proven in court by clear and convincing 
evidence. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
BREAK 
 

• Actual or Implied 

• Clear & 
Convincing 
Evidence 
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SAY TO CLASS 
RCW 13.40.140 is the law that governs children and waivers of their rights.  This law is in the Criminal 
Law Student Resource Guide book. 

Waiver of Rights – RCW 13.40.140[9]&[10] 
Waiver of rights by a juvenile must made intelligently.  Juveniles under the age of 12 
shall have a parent, guardian or custodian give any waiver and offer any objection. 
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IMPORTANT POINT 

The answer is “NO” because there is no custody component 
when the conversation is by phone therefore Miranda is not 
required. 

 

 

 

DISCUSSION – Interview Considerations 

Some things to consider when interviewing suspects who are 
not in custody in Department interview rooms: 

• Are they free to leave? 

• Is the door open or closed? 

• Is the suspect positioned in such a way that he/she 
would not feel able to leave? (i.e. officer between 
them and the door) 

 
QTC: What other types of situations might make a person feel like 

they are not free to leave? 
 
 

QTC: What if the suspect is in custody and makes incriminating 
 statements PRIOR to questioning? 
 

Unless the police are asking questions designed to illicit 
incriminating responses, then Miranda does NOT apply. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Miranda NOT 
required for phone 

interviews  
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IMPORTANT POINT 

Our state constitution solidifies these rights even more.  In other words, it is even stronger than the 
US constitution with regard to these rights! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
BREAK/END OF SESSION 
 

 
 

NOTE TO FACILITATOR 

Spend a moment and have students refer back to their written answer for the ‘right’ time to 
advise Miranda for the DV scenario.  Ask them how they would adjust their answer after 
applying this new information. 
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