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Study Session Overview





Learner Objectives 

· Describe the different types of informants and how credible each type is.

· Describe what tactics you should consider when meeting with informants.

· Describe ways you can protect your informant’s identity.


What is a Confidential Informant?
A confidential informant is a private citizen who, because of knowledge of criminal activity or close association or familiarity with criminals, supplies regular, constant, or unique information about criminals or criminal activity to a law enforcement agency.  A confidential informant will have entered into an agreement with that law enforcement agency to keep his or her identity confidential.
How do Informants Help Us?

Informants’ information helps us to fight crime.  Their information helps us to establish probable cause in our investigations.  Their intelligence helps to improve police efficiency by giving us information that we may not otherwise get.  Their information assists us in the apprehension and prosecution of criminals.  Sometimes their information can prevent crimes from taking place.  Sometimes their information helps protect officer safety and preservation of evidence.

Payment Procedures

If you pay an informant make sure you have a written contract.  Any payment made to an informant should be witnessed and you should obtain a signed receipt.  

The amount you pay an informant will depend on your agency’s policies.  The amount may depend on the quality and amount of information the informant provided or if the informant’s information led to a successful search warrant.  Some informants are kept on a retainer.

An informant may want to provide information in trade for a plea bargain or to prevent a charge from being filed.  If so, this would be included in the written contract.  This would have to be approved in advance by a prosecutor. 
Protecting the Informant’s Identity


If an informant wants his or her identity to remain confidential you will be obligated to take precautions to ensure his or her identity is concealed.  Although you cannot guarantee the informant’s identity will never be revealed, you will do everything reasonable to maintain his or her confidentiality.  You can protect the informant’s identity by not putting his or her name in your case reports.  Eventually, our case reports become public record and can be obtained through public disclosure.  Instead of using the informant’s name you can use a code name or number instead of his or her real name.  Your agency must have a cross reference for the code name or number you have used in your report.  

When you encounter an informant on patrol, they may name a certain officer and tell you, “I’m working for Officer Jones.”  You may or may not know the officer they name.  It is your responsibility to contact that officer and verify that the informant is currently working for that officer.  Keep in mind that you may encounter an informant while they are in the presence of another criminal (a traffic stop where passenger is informant and driver does not know the passenger is an informant).  

Motivations of Informants

In order to handle the informant successfully you must know what his or her motivation is for giving you information.  Some motivations of informants are:

· Money

· Revenge

· Fear

· Competition

· Civic Duty

· Self Importance

Aguilar-Spinelli & Establishing an Informant’s Credibility


To establish the informant’s credibility you should ascertain the following:
· How is it that they can recognize the illegal act?

· How did they learn of the information they are providing?

· Is the information fresh?

If the informant has been used successfully before by law enforcement, you should include that information in your affidavit.  Taking the informant before a judge is something you can consider if the judge does not believe the informant is credible enough to sign your search warrant.  You could ask the judge if he or she would be willing to talk directly to the informant if your warrant is denied.

The Aguilar-Spinelli test is a test that is applied to police informants. Under this test, an informant's tip can furnish probable cause for an arrest if the State establishes (1) the basis of the informant's information and (2) the credibility of the informant or the reliability of the informant's information.  To satisfy both parts of the Aguilar-Spinelli test, the State must prove the underlying circumstances which the trier of fact "may draw upon to conclude the informant was credible and obtained the information in a reliable manner."  

WA. Courts use the Aguilar-Spinelli two-prong test for informant information provided to the police.  The first prong of the test relates to the informant's basis of knowledge.  The second part of the test requires an examination of the credibility of the informant or the reliability of the informant's information.

Bottom Line:
1. How or why does the RP/Witness/Victim know what he/she is observing or reporting about?

2. Is the RP lying? Or is the info provided not believable?


END OF STUDY SESSION
This Study Session will introduce you to confidential informants, give you some tips on working with informants, and prepare you for proper informant handling.  The information in this Study Session may not be covered additionally in class, however, it will be tested in the Module 6 written exam.








Total Study Time:	 1 hour





Main Topics of Session:


What is a confidential Informant?


How do informants help us?


Payment procedures


Protecting the informant’s identity


Types of informants


Motivations of informants


Questions you should ask your informant


Establishing an informant’s credibility


Your patience and demeanor


Tactics for meetings


Do’s of informant management


Don’ts of informant management


Be aware!








Attached Materials:


NONE





You May Bring to Class:


N/A
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