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A WEE BIT STRANGE (CR)
key objectives
· Demonstrate and apply clear understanding of law enforcement’s community caretaking function 

· Demonstrate knowledge of necessary requirements for involuntary commitment

· Identify officer and patient safety concerns
SCEne
The R/P called 911 to report a person acting strange on a public sidewalk.  According to the R/P, when pedestrians pass by the PERSON, the PERSON tells the pedestrians, “Watch out, THEY are watching you,” and “THEY are coming to get you.” 

The R/P is clearly concerned for the PERSON’s welfare and provided a good description of the PERSON.  However, the R/P cannot stand by and wait for the police.  When the recruit officers arrive they should contact the PERSON and ascertain whether an involuntary commitment is warranted.  The recruit officers should realize that the PERSON is calm, knows his name, location and the date.  Although, the PERSON seems to be a bit paranoid and occasionally asks, “Did THEY send you?”
Director’s Notes
· PERSON should carry on a conversation with the responding recruit officer and appear calm and content in every manner.  The only strange behavior of note is the PERSON’s comments about “THEY.” 

Actors 

· PERSON - Appears content and lucid but makes comments about “THEY,” a sign of paranoia.
Props
· None

Laws

	RCW 70.96A.140    Involuntary Treatment Act – (ITA)   


COMMON ERRORS
-Subject is involuntarily committed
DESIRED OUTCOME
Recruits should contact the reporting party and obtain a good description of the subject and their last known location. When making contact with the subject, Recruits should maintain a safe distance and use good communication skills to ascertain if there is enough to involuntarily commit the subject. Recruits should obtain and run the subjects name through dispatch.  Since the subject is simply paranoid and does not meet the prongs of ITA(danger to self, danger to others, danger to property, gravely disabled), they should not be taken into custody.
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