10.4 VEHICLE PURSUITS

The term -“vehicle pursuit” means an active attempt by an officer speratinga-vehisleand
wtilizing emergency warping Hatsand slren in an suthorized emergency vehicle to
apprehend sneormoreocoupants-ofa vehicle that is being driven in ap reckless-or
otherwise-dansersns and evasive manner. s nota “vehisle persuitforan officertouse

mergeney Hehisand sirente gain-a-driversatiention-To constitute a “vehicle pursuit” the
driver must be fleeing from the officer and driving in e-recldess-orotherwise dongerous
andap evasive manner._A suspect is considered fleelng upon wakingan overtaction
intendad to aveid arrest or detention,

For the pursose of this nolicy, viekiors who follow all traffic resulations after an officer
initiates @ traffic th and g re mereiv =] i%imr m Vieié fo the authorized emergency vehicle,

An officer may only initiate a vehicle pursuit if:

» The officer reasonably believes, based on all the facts and circumstances, that the
driver or another occupant of the vehicle presents an immediate serious threat
to the safety of the public or other police officers, and;

+ The risk of immediate serious haim presernted by the violator substantially
outweighs the risk of harm presented to the officer and the public by engaging in
the pursuit.
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An officer may only continue a vehicle pursuit if:

* A supervisor not actively involved in the pursuit promptly authorizes its
continuation, and;

e The risk of immediate serious harm presented by the viclator continues to
substantially cutweigh the risk of harm presented to the officer and the
public by continuing the pursuit.

Absent emergency circumstances involving an immediate risk of harm to the public or
police, the number of Everett Police upits involved in the pursuit shali be limited to that
nuwmber necessary £o safely arvest the secupants of the pursued vehicle, The supervisor
will determine the nuwmber of involved units. snetherofficermay only-iolnorcontinusing
vehicle-pursuitalreadyinprogress-onbp-ifspecificallyauthorized byasupervisor net

astively invelved-in-the-purseit

‘Commient [LLT: Cape B
ecangs itas Armmally Procedure.




Offieers-aperatingulinmarked police vehicles and motorcveles will generally be prohibited
from engaging in the-pursuits. sfan-offendingvehicle Hthe-uimmarked police vehiclesis
and motorcycles equipped with emergency lights and siren they-may initiate and for be
involved only until fully marked police units arrive. {fthis-invelvementereates serious
safetyconcerns participation-witi be terminated assoon as-passible-

The-department s apizes thabthere.ara-devices docioned for and utilized-in-nan offort fo
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slewrorstopan-offendingvebicde Theso devices may- beused following established
procoduresand onbrafier proper-training A supervisor not actively involved in the pursuit
must authorize the use of a tire deflation device or any other high-risk maneuver.
Supervisors will notauthorize Ttheyse technigues willnot beused-whenithasheen
determined-bya-supervisor that suchuse-if they would create a greater safety concern than
that of the pursuit. In the absence ofsuch-a-of supervisor's approval, no officer shall
deliberately cause their vehicle to hit the pursued vehicle unless there are extreme
emergency circumstances involving imminent serious harm to the public or any another
officer.

Vehicle intervention ar-a nd barricading a roadway isare governed in-by Chapter 15, Use of

[ henavehicle pursuitis-torpinared the superdisionsfficer must-clearlyannounce that
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No officer will continue a vehicle pursuit outside of the city limits without express
supervisor approval. No officer will join in a vehicle pursuit initiated by another agency,
whether inside or outside of city limits, without express supervisor approval.

When approved by a supervisor to enter into or join a pursuit cutside of city limits,
members of the Everett Police Department will comply with the Snohomish County Multi-
agency Pursnit Standard Operating ProceduresMemeorandum of Understanding, A copv of
this MOU can be found in EPD Procedure 1861,




